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W
hat is happening today?

Today w
e celebrate the com

pletion of im
provem

ent to a 7 m
ile (11.5km

) section of 

the A
453 betw

een M
1 junction 24 and Farnborough R

oad junction in C
lifton, on 

the outskirts of N
ottingham

. 

O
ver the last tw

o and a half years, H
ighw

ays 
England  has w

orked in close partnership w
ith 

Laing O
’R

ourke, W
YG

, and the supervision team
  

to build this excellent schem
e, w

hich opened as 
planned. W

e have w
idened the 1.5 m

ile (2.5km
) 

urban section betw
een Farnborough R

oad 
junction in C

lifton and M
ill H

ill to four lanes, w
ith 

no central reservation and a speed lim
it of 40m

ph. 
The 5.5 m

ile (9 km
) rural section betw

een M
ill H

ill 
and M

1 junction 24 has been w
idened to dual 

carriagew
ay, w

ith a 70m
ph speed lim

it. 

The schem
e has generated w

idespread support 
from

 the public, and has been a long term
 

aspiration of local governm
ent and businesses. 

W
e are delighted to w

elcom
e all of our guests to 

the official opening cerem
ony today.

R
em

em
brance W

ay

Follow
ing discussions w

ith local councils and 
com

m
unities it has been agreed that this section 

of the road w
ill be know

n as R
em

em
brance W

ay in 
honour of the 453 m

em
bers of the arm

ed services 
w

ho lost their lives w
hile serving in A

fghanistan.
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Dual Two Lane Carriageway

 
Four Lane Carriageway (no central reservation) 

 
Associated im

provem
ents



 H
ow

 w
ill the com

m
unity benefit?

The A
453 form

s part of the national strategic 
road netw

ork, linking N
ottingham

 w
ith the south 

via the M
1/M

42, and is the principal route to East 
M

idlands A
irport. The im

proved section w
as 

previously single carriagew
ay, difficult to m

aintain 
and had a poor safety record. It w

as one of the 
m

ost heavily congested routes in the region at 
peak tim

es.

The im
proved layout w

ill increase safety, reduce 
congestion and im

prove journey-tim
e reliability, 

benefiting road users and businesses. The 
junction im

provem
ents have also im

proved access 
to rail and tram

 facilities.

A
s part of the schem

e w
orks w

e have provided 
a m

ore accessible pedestrian/cycle route aw
ay 

from
 the road. This provides non-m

otorised users, 
including horse-riders, w

ith a safe route betw
een 

C
lifton and Kegw

orth and to link B
arton in Fabis to 

G
otham

 and Kegw
orth. 

H
elping the environm

ent
W

e have sought to m
inim

ise the schem
e’s im

pact 
on the surrounding area, especially in the new

ly 
built section of the route betw

een Thrum
pton and 

C
lifton, and to contribute positively to the local 

environm
ent. W

e have planted around 130,000 
trees and 45,000 bulbs, using local native species 
w

herever possible. W
e have protected w

ildlife 
habitats and the historical heritage. 
A

rchaeologists have carried out extensive 
investigations and uncovered tw

o Iron A
ge/R

om
an 

settlem
ents at M

ill H
ill and east of Thrum

pton.

C
onstruction

N
ew

 split-level junctions have been built at 
Parkw

ay and W
est Leake and a new

 roundabout 
has been constructed at M

ill H
ill. These w

orks 
w

ill im
prove traffic flow

 and provide convenient 
access to East M

idlands Parkw
ay Station, R

atcliffe 
on Soar Pow

er Station and the N
ET 2 tram

 
Park and R

ide site. Signal controls have been 
introduced at C

rusader R
oundabout, G

reen 
Lane, N

ottingham
 Trent U

niversity 
and Farnborough R

oad . 

In order to w
iden the rural section, new

 bridges 
have been built including R

atcliffe C
ut (canal), the 

R
iver Soar and the M

idland M
ainline railw

ay. 

D
uring construction around 800,000 cubic m

etres 
of earth w

as m
oved and around 300,000 square 

m
etres of surfacing w

as laid.
W

e m
ade every effort to keep local people 

inform
ed of the construction w

orks and how
 

they m
ight be affected by them

, w
ith individual 

notifications, new
sletters and regular com

m
unity 

clinics hosted by Laing O
’R

ourke. 

A
 traffic m

anagem
ent plan, developed in 

consultation w
ith the police and local authorities, 

ensured that traffic w
as able to flow

 as m
uch as 

possible during peak hours. Low
er tem

porary 
speed lim

its during construction protected 
both road users and the w

orkforce, w
ith safety 

im
proving during the w

orks. R
esidents w

ere 
considered, particulary w

hen overnight w
orks w

ere 
necessary, and safer, quieter w

hite noise reversing 
alarm

s w
ere used on construction vehicles. N

oisier 
activities w

ere carried out during early evening 
w

here possible.

Achievem
ents

 
�

The M
1 junction 24 P

inch P
oint w

orks w
ere delivered 

successfully as part of the A
453 W

idening schem
e

 
�

The schem
e has been aw

arded ‘E
xcellent’ in the C

E
E

Q
U

A
L 

civil engineering sustainability assessm
ent

 
�

Tw
o IC

E
 E

ast M
idlands regional aw

ards have been 
presented to the schem

e:
 �

M
erit w

inner - M
ajor Project aw

ard category
 �

C
om

m
ended - Team

 A
chievem

ent category

 
�

Three A
ssociation for P

roject S
afety aw

ards:
 �

Engineering Project of the Year 
 �

C
D

M
 Innovation aw

ard for D
FM

A
 �

R
egional H

elath and Safety aw
ard

 
�

B
ronze C

onsiderate C
onstructors aw

ard
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